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In November, 2000, | had the privilege to annoutaca standing room only crowd in the
State Capitol that a new economic development pr@yas about to create 4,000 new
jobs for Mississippi. With “one vision, one futurgl’ mind, Mississippi and Nissan
formally joined forces and began an incredible bess partnership.

Since that announcement, Nissan has demonstratedntidence in Mississippi with the
news that the facility, located outside Canton, Ml@xpand and create 1,300 additional
jobs. Nissan’s decision to invest another $500ianilbefore the first vehicle was even
built is a further reminder of the growing promicerof Mississippi’s workforce.

The vision Mississippi set forth in 2000 has quydiécome reality. Within a few days
(if published Sunday) (or "Today" if published Tdag) the first vehicle will roll off the
assembly line of the Nissan plant, and Mississgppile as a leader in the global
marketplace will be further strengthened. Peommfaround the world will be watching
again as we reach another major milestone in atnghip with Nissan.

The impact of this plant on our state is extracadin Nissan’s total investment stands at
over $1.4 billion. In addition to the 5,300 nevbgathat have been created, another
26,000 indirect jobs are being created by suppéesother companies opening
throughout the state. To date, employees have thessh from 73 of Mississippi’'s 82
counties.

Newly employed people from around the state aigitrgand preparing for the start of
full production. There’s a sense of pride and exgnt in the air at the plant. That pride
and excitement will soon produce quality automabbailt by a quality workforce.

These are more than just assembly line jobs. Taesmpbs that require strong technical
skills and attention to detail. It's going to bessissippians building the 400,000 cars a
year that will eventually be rolling off the prodiam line, and I'm proud of that fact. We
should all be proud.

We were able to recruit Nissan to Mississippi beeanf bold and aggressive efforts
made as part of my new Advantage Mississippi lttea We knew that if we wanted to
compete with the best, we had to do our best. rébglts speak for themselves.

The story of Nissan and Mississippi is a great ané, we look forward to a long and
healthy relationship.

Welcome, Nissan. We're glad you're here.






